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FOREWORD 


Origin  and  purpose  : 

Ever  since  the  founding  of  the  Oratory  of  Mount 
Royal,  every  single  day  of  the  year,  come  rain  or 
shine,  crowds  or  scarce  units,  perpetual  novena 
devotions  have  been  conducted  at  the  Shrine.  This 
custom  was  inaugurated  by  none  other  than  Brother 
Andre  himself  who  felt  it  would  fulfill  an  urgent 
need  :  that  of  offering  continuous  prayers  to  Saint 
Joseph  for  the  personal  requests  of  the  pilgrims 
and  f  or  the  general  intentions  of  the  Shrine,  in¬ 
cluding  world  peace,  the  success  of  Brother  Andre  s 
cause  for  beatification  and  the  extension  of  the 
Oratory’s  spiritual  influence. 

The  hundreds  of  petitions  either  brought  in 
or  sent  in  to  us  each  day  are  ample  evidence  of 
the  keenness  of  Brother  Andre  s  foresight.  Devotees 
of  Saint  Joseph  the  world  over  have  shown  vivid 
interest  in  this  initiative  and  accordingly  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  benefits  flowing  from  these  per¬ 
petual  prayers  to  their  Patron  Saint. 

Efficacy  : 

There  can  be  no  doubt  in  our  minds  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  this  perpetual  novena.  Countless  letters 
daily  swell  our  mail  bags,  testifying  to  the  marvel¬ 
lous  results  obtained  in  the  manner  of  favors  and 
cures  of  all  kinds. 
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This,  of  course,  is  no  surprise  to  us  in  view  of 
the  power  of  collective  prayer  :  “Amen  1  say  to  you, 
that  if  two  of  you  shall  consent  upon  earth,  con¬ 
cerning  any  thing  whatsoever  they  shall  ask,  it  shall 
be  done  to  them  by  my  Father  V/ho  is  in  heaven. 
For  where  there  are  two  or  three  gathered  in  my 
name,  there  am  J  in  the  midst  of  them.” 

But  if  God  promises  to  hearken  to  two  or  three 
praying  with  oneness  of  purpose,  then  who  can 
so  much  as  surmise  the  strength  of  the  prayer  of  a 
congregation  numbering  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
faithful  ?  Therein,  it  seems  to  me,  lies  the  secret  of 
those  wonderful  happenings  that  take  place  here  at 
the  Oratory.  The  intercession  of  Saint  Joseph  alone, 
powerful  though  it  be,  could  not  satisfactorily  explain 
them  ;  the  irresistible  force  of  collective  prayer  must 
needs  be  marshalled  to  the  fore  if  a  complete,  ac¬ 
ceptable  interpretation  of  these  wonders  is  to  be 
construed. 

In  brief,  a  novena  is  the  practical  application 
of  the  enthusing  belief  of  our  union  with  Christ, 
the  Head  of  the  Mystical  Body  ;  it  is  the  utilization 
of  His  presence  in  our  midst. 


Schedule  of  Exercises  : 

The  perpetual  novena  exercises  are  conducted 
in  French  every  afternoon  at  three  o’clock.  On 
^ Wednesdays ,  this  devotional  period  is  repeated  in 
the  evening. 
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Public  devotions  are  conducted  in  English  every 
Sunday  afternoon  at  4-t5,  and  at  most  any  time 
of  day  or  evening  for  organized  pilgrimage  groups 
requesting  the  service. 


A  Suggestion  t 

We  may  assert  that  thousands  of  devotees  at 
home  join  the  pilgrims  of  the  Oratory  in  this 
devotional  practice.  Consequently,  those  attending 
at  the  Shrine  are  invited  to  act  as  proxies  for  those 
unknown  thousands  of  distant  friends  bound  to  them 
by  the  ties  of  a  common  love  for  the  Blessed 
Patriarch. 

Hence,  by  way  of  suggestion,  don't  you  think 
participating  in  these  perpetual  novena  devotions 
at  home  would  prove  an  excellent  means  for  you 
to  ensure  yourself  Saint  Joseph's  blessings  ? 

All  you  have  to  do  is  to  write  in  your  petitions 
to  the  Shrine,  requesting  a  remembrance  in  the 
perpetual  novena,  and  then  o  ffer  one  or  more  of  the 
prayers  in  this  booklet  for  nine  consecutive  days, 
at  home. 


PLEASE  NOTE  :  The  numbers  in  parentheses  in  this 
booklet  refer  to  the  section  numbers  in  the  Enchiridion 
Indulgentiarum  (1950),  the  latest  official  edition  of  in- 
dulgenced  prayers. 
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i  -  PRAYERS  FOR 
GENERAL  INTENTIONS 


THE  MEMORARE 

Remember,  /  most  pure  spouse  of  Mary,  ever 
Virgin,  /  my  loving  protector,  Saint  Joseph,  /  that 
no  one  ever  had  recourse  to  your  protection  /  or 
asked  for  your  aid  without  obtaining  relief.  /  Con¬ 
fiding,  therefore,  in  your  goodness,  /  I  come  before 
you  and  humbly  implore  you.  /  Despise  not  my 
petitions,  foster-father  of  the  Redeemer,  /  but 
graciously  receive  them.  Amen. 

500  days  (472) 

AX  ACT  OF  CONSECRATION 

Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  august  head  of  the  Hoi)' 
Family,  /  God  chose  you  among  men  /  to  be  the 
protector  of  the  Child  Jesus  /  and  the  guardian  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary.  /  To  you  whom  the  Church 
honors  as  its  patron  /  we  joyfully  come  to  consecrate 
ourselves  /  and  to  be  your  adopted  children.  /  We 
feel  the  great  need  of  your  benevolent  protection.  / 
Alas  !  our  weakness  and  proneness  to  evil,  /  amid 
the  scandals  of  our  day,  /  would  cause  us  to  perish,  / 
but  for  your  protecting  arm.  /  O  good  Saint  Joseph,  / 
look  down  on  us  from  heaven,  /  where  you  reign 
with  Jesus  and  Mary.  /  Cast  a  pitying  look  on  your 
poor  children  of  earth,  /  prostrate  at  your  feet,  / 
who  promise  to  follow  your  example.  /  Grant,  O 
loving  Saint,  /  that  after  fulfilling  our  Christian 
duties  on  earth,  /  we  may  have  the  happiness  of 
dying  /  with  the  sweet  names  of  Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph 
on  our  lips.  Amen. 
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IN  PRAISE 


/  praise  you ,  /  good  Saint  Joseph,  /  man  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  heart  of  God,  /  because  you  were  found 
worthy  to  be  the  spouse  of  the  most  pure  Virgin  / 
and  foster-father  of  the  Son  of  God.  /  To  you  the 
Lord  entrusted  the  care  of  the  holiest  persons  on 
earth.  /  To  you  he  sent  an  angel  to  reveal  the 
wonderful  mysteries  of  the  Incarnation  /  and  the 
designs  of  His  holy  Will. 

Innumerable  were  the  graces  bestowed  upon 
you.  /  It  was  your  privilege  to  live  with  Jesus  and 
Mary,  /  to  share  their  joys  and  sorrows,  /  to  spend 
your  years  in  peaceful  labor,  /  and  to  be  patient  in 
every  trial.  /  With  the  greatest  fidelity  you  followed 
every  inspiration  from  heaven,  /  and  with  full  con¬ 
fidence  you  resigned  yourself  to  Divine  Providence.  / 
God  so  ordered  your  life  /  that  at  all  times  you 
gratefully  adored  His  loving  care.  /  God  will  also 
take  care  of  me  if,  /  like  you,  I  live  according  to 
His  holy  Will  /  and  make  His  honor  and  glory 
the  aim  of  my  life. 

Loving  Saint  Joseph,  /  may  your  holy  life  be  an 
inspiration  to  me  /  when  I  find  it  difficult  to  be 
faithful  in  the  practice  of  virtues  /  and  in  the  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  my  duties.  /  Help  me  that,  /  imitating  your 
example  and  trusting  in  God’s  grace,  /  I  may  have 
the  happiness  of  dying  in  the  friendship  of  Jesus  / 
and  under  the  protection  of  Mary.  Amen. 

IN  THANKSGIVING 

O  God  most  bounteous,  /  Who  have  created 
everything  out  of  love  /  and  Who  govern  the  world 
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through  your  Divine  Providence,  /  we  praise  and 
thank  You  /  for  the  countless  benefactions  You 
have  shed  upon  us,  /  and  particularly  for  the  out¬ 
standing  privilege  of  Saint  Joseph’s  protection. 

With  the  help  of  Your  grace,  /  we  propose  to 
show  ourselves  worthy  of  his  blessings  /  by  treading 
in  his  footsteps  /  constantly  striving  to  please  You. 
in  all  our  words  and  deeds,  /  that  we  justifiably 
always  may  claim  to  be  your  true  children,  /  brethren 
of  Jesus  and  sons  of  Mary.  Amen. 

FOR  THE  UNIVERSAL  CHURCH 

Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  chosen  by  God  to  be 
the  foster-father  of  Jesus,  /  the  chaste  spouse  of 
Mary  ever  Virgin  /  and  the  head  of  the  Holy 
Family,  /  and  appointed  by  the  Vicar  of  Christ  /  to 
be  the  heavenly  patron  and  defender  of  the  Church 
founded  by  Jesus,  /  most  confidently  I  now  implore 
your  aid  /  for  the  whole  Church  militant  on  earth.  / 
Shield  with  your  fatherly  love  /  the  Supreme  Pontiff 
and  all  the  bishops  and  priests  /  who  are  united  with 
the  Holy  See  of  Peter.  /  Be  the  defender  of  all  who 
labor  for  souls  /  amid  the  trials  and  hardships  of 
this  life,  /  and  cause  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth  to 
submit  themselves  in  a  docile  spirit  /  to  that  Church 
which  is  the  ark  of  salvation  for  all  men. 

Be  pleased  also,  dear  Saint  Joseph,  /  to  accept 
this  dedication  of  myself  /  which  I  now  make  to 
you.  /  I  consecrate  myself  entirely  to  you  /  in  order 
that  you  may  ever  be  my  father,  /  my  patron  and 
my  guide  in  the  way  of  salvation.  /  Obtain  for  me 
great  purity  of  heart  /  and  a  fervent  devotion  to  the 
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interior  life.  /  Grant  that,  following  your  example,  / 
I  may  direct  all  my  actions  to  the  greater  glory  of 
God,  /  in  union  with  the  Sacred  Heart  of  Jesus,  / 
the  immaculate  heart  of  Mary  and  you.  /  Finally, 
pray  for  me  /  that  I  may  be  a  partaker  in  the  peace 
and  joy  which  were  yours  /  at  the  hour  of  your  holy 
death.  Amen. 

500  days  (474) 

THE  LITANY 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Christ,  have  mercy  on  us. 

Lord,  have  mercy  on  us.  Christ,  hear  u* 

Christ,  graciously  hear  us. 

God  the  Father  of  heaven,  have  mercy  on  us. 

God  the  Son,  Reedemer  of  the  world, 

God  the  Holy  Ghost, 

Holy  Trinity  one  God, 

Holy  Mary,  pray  for  us. 

Saint  Joseph, 

Illustrious  Son  of  David, 

Splendor  of  Patriarchs, 

Spouse  of  the  Mother  of  Goa, 

Chaste  protector  of  the  Virgin, 

Foster-father  of  the  Son  of  God, 

Zealous  defender  of  Christ, 

Head  of  the  Holy  Family, 

Joseph  most  just, 

Joseph  most  pure, 

Joseph  most  prudent, 

Joseph  most  courageous, 

Joseph  most  obedient, 

Joseph  most  faithful. 
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Mirror  of  patience,  pray  for  us. 

Lover  of  poverty, 

Model  of  workmen, 

Glory  of  domestic  life, 

Guardian  of  virgins, 

Mainstay  of  families,  " 

Comfort  of  the  afflicted, 

Hope  of  the  sick, 

Patron  of  the  dying, 

Terror  of  demons, 

Protector  of  Holy  Church, 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

spare  us,  O  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

graciously  hear  us,  O  Lord. 

Lamb  of  God,  who  takest  away  the  sins  of  the  world, 

have  mercy  on  us. 

He  has  made  him  the  lord  of  His  house, 

And  the  ruler  of  His  possessions. 

Lit  us  pray 

O  God,  Who  in  your  loving  Providence  have  been 
pleased  to  choose  Blessed  Joseph  /  as  the  spouse  of 
your  most  holy  Mother,  /  grant,  we  beseech  You,/ 
that  we  who  venerate  him  as  our  protector  on  earth,  / 
may  merit  to  have  him  as  our  intercessor  in  heaven.  / 
Who  live  and  reign  world  without  end.  Amen. 

5  yean  (462) 
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II  —  PRAYERS  FOR 
SPECIAL  INTENTIONS 


FOR  THE  SANCTIFICATION 
OF  OUR  LABOR 

Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  model  of  all  who  are 
devoted  to  labor,  /  obtain  for  me  the  grace  to  work 
in  the  spirit  of  penance  /  for  the  expiation  of  my 
many  sins  /  and  to  work  faithfully  by  placing  the 
love  of  duty  above  my  own  desires. 

Help  me  to  work  with  gratitude  and  joy.  /  Let 
me  consider  it  an  honor  to  use  and  develop  by  labor  / 
the  gifts  received  from  God.  /  Aid  me  to  work  with 
order,  /  peace,  moderation  and  patience,  /  without 
ever  avoiding  weariness  and  trials. 

Help  me  to  work,  above  all,  /  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  not  for  any  selfish  reason  ;  /  and  always 
to  keep  before  my  eyes  not  only  death  /  but  also  the 
account  I  must  give  of  time  lost,  /  of  talents  wasted,  / 
of  good  omitted,  /  and  of  pride  in  success,  so  baneful 
to  the  work  of  God.  /  All  for  Jesus,  all  through 
Mary,  /  all  after  your  example,  O  Patriarch  Joseph !  / 
This  will  be  my  motto  in  life  and  in  death.  Amen. 
(St.  Pius  X) 

500  days  (478) 

FOR  A  HAPPY  DEATH 

Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  whom  I  contemplate 
dying  between  Jesus  and  Mary,  /  obtain  for  me,  as 
well  as  for  all  those  who  are  dear  to  me,  /  the  grace 
of  leading  a  life  like  yours  /  so  that  we  may  die, 
like  you,  /  the  death  of  the  just,  /  assisted  in  our 
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last  struggle  /  by  our  divine  Saviour  and  His  holy 
Mother. 

Saint  Joseph,  holy  patron  of  a  good  death,  /  I 
implore  you  to  help  me  at  the  moment  when  Jesus, 
my  Judge,  /  will  call  me  to  appear  in  His  presence.  / 
When  my  eyes  shall  be  ready  to  close  to  the  light  of 
the  world,  /  when  my  tongue  shall  be  able  only  with 
difficulty  /  to  repeat  the  names  of  Jesus  and  Mary,  / 
come  to  me.  /  Come  to  present  my  soul  to  God,  / 
Who  wished  to  be  as  a  son  to  you,  /  and  obtain  that 
the  sentence  He  will  pronounce  over  me  /  may  make 
me  a  partaker  of  the  glory  you  enjoy  in  heaven. 
Amen. 

FOR  FULFILLMENT 
OF  OUR  DUTY  OF  STATE 

O  God ,  /  Who  confided  the  Child  Jesus  and  His 
blessed  Mother  /  to  the  loving  care  and  protection 
of  Your  faithful  servant  Joseph,  /  grant  to  me,  his 
unworthy  client,  /  the  grace  faithfully  to  fulfill  the 
duties  of  my  state  /  so  that,  imitating  his  virtues,  / 
I  may  attain  everlasting  happiness  in  heaven.  / 
Through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

FOR  REPENTANCE 

• 

In  the  miseries  /  of  this  vale  of  tears,  to  whom 
shall  we  have  recourse  if  not  to  you,  /  to  whom 
your  beloved  spouse  Mary  entrusted  all  her  rich 
treasures,  /  that  you  might  keep  them  to  our  ad¬ 
vantage  ?  /  "Go  to  my  spouse  Joseph”,  Mary  seems 
to  say  to  us,  /  "and  he  will  comfort  you,  /  he  will 
deliver  you  from  the  misfortunes  which  now  oppress 
you  /  and  will  make  you  happy  and  contented.”  / 
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Have  pity  on  us  therefore,  O  Joseph,  /  through  that 
love  with  which  you  cherished  your  spouse  so  worthy 
and  amiable. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

We  are  fully  conscious  /  that  we  have  offended 
the  justice  of  God  by  our  sins  /  and  deserve  His 
most  severe  chastisements.  /  Now,  what  shall  be  our 
place  of  refuge  ?  /  In  what  haven  shall  we  find 
ourselves  in  safety  ?  /  "Go  to  Joseph,”  Jesus  seems 
to  say  to  us,  /  "Go  to  Joseph,  in  whom  I  was  well 
pleased  /  and  whom  I  had  for  my  foster-father.  / 
To  him  as  to  a  father,  /  I  have  communicated  all 
power,  /  that  he  may  use  it  for  your  good  according 
to  his  own  desire.”  /  Pity  us,  therefore,  O  blessed 
Joseph,  /  pity  us,  through  the  great  love  you  bore  / 
toward  a  Son  so  admirable  and  so  dear. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

Unhappily,  /  the  sins  we  have  committed  /  call 
down  upon  us  the  heaviest  scourges  ;  /  this  we  must 
confess.  /  In  what  ark  shall  we  take  refuge  to  be 
saved  ?  /  Where  shall  we  find  the  blessed  rainbow  / 
that  will  give  us  comfort  and  hope  in  the  midst  of 
our  affliction  ?  /  "Go  to  Joseph,”  the  eternal  Father 
seems  to  say  to  us,  /  "go  to  him,  who  took  my  place 
on  earth  /  with  regard  to  My  Son  made  man.  / 
I  entrusted  to  his  keeping  My  Son  /  Who  is  the 
unfailing  source  of  grace  :  /  every  grace,  therefore, 
is  in  his  hands.”  /  Pity  us,  then,  dear  Joseph,  /  pity 
us  through  your  great  love  for  Almighty  God  /  Who 
has  been  so  generous  to  you. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

3  years 
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FOR  OUR  FAMILY  CIRCLE 

Great  Saint  Joseph ,  /  who  were  chosen  by  God 
to  be  the  head  of  the  holiest,  /  the  most  tightly  knit 
family  ever  to  grace  the  earth,  /  kindly  look  down 
upon  us  /  and  extend  your  special  protection  to  our 
home.  /  Blessed  Patriarch,  /  model  of  the  most  lively 
faith  /  and  of  all  other  virtues,  /  obtain  for  all  the 
members  of  our  family  /  the  grace  to  resist  the 
temptations  and  allurements  of  the  world.  /  May  we 
ever  remain  bound  together  /  by  the  ties  of  true 
Christian  love,  /  mutually  stimulating  one  another 
towards  a  lofty  ideal  of  sanctity.  /  But  above  all,  / 
stand  by  us  at  death  in  the  presence  of  our  Maker,  / 
that  we  may  all  be  reunited  in  heaven  /  to  join 
together  in  an  eternal  tribute  of  glory  to  God.  Amen. 

FOR  THE  SOULS  IN  PURGATORY 

O  blessed  Saint  Joseph,  /  who  so  tenderly  loved 
Jesus,  /  and  who  so  missed  His  presence  /  during  the 
time  you  spent  in  Limbo,  /  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
souls  /  on  behalf  of  whom  I  plead  with  you.  / 
Graciously  accept  to  be  their  comforter  and  their 
intercessor.  /  Help  them  to  benefit  by  the  supplic¬ 
ations  of  the  faithful  on  earth  /  and  by  the  merits 
of  our  Saviour,  /  so  that  they  may  be  delivered  from 
their  shackles  /  to  soar  to  heavenly  glory  and  bliss. 
Amen. 

FOR  THE  CONVERSION  OF  A  SINNER 

Joseph  most  just,  /  I  earnestly  commend  to  you  / 
the  salvation  of  a  soul  dear  to  me  /  and  redeemed 
by  Jesus  through  the  shedding  of  His  Blood.  /  Great 


Saint,  /  you  know  how  unhappy  are  those  /  who 
have  banished  the  Savior  from  their  heart,  /  and 
how  direly  exposed  these  sinners  are  to  eternal  loss.  / 
I  beg  of  you  therefore  /  to  beckon  this  wayward 
soul  /  away  from  the  path  of  perdition.  /  Enlighten 
this  sinner,  /  speak  a  forceful  language  to  his  heart;  / 
call  back  this  prodigal  son  to  his  father’s  embrace.  / 
Do  not  desist  from  your  urgings  /  till  finally  you 
have  opened  for  him  the  gates  of  heaven,  /  where 
he  shall  bless  you  everlastingly  /  for  the  bliss  to 
which  you  will  have  led  him.  Amen. 

FOR  PERSEVERANCE 

O  Joseph,  /  virgin-father  of  Jesus,  /  most  pure 
spouse  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  /  pray  every  day  for  us 
to  the  same  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  /  that  we,  being 
defended  by  the  power  of  His  grace  /  and  striving 
dutifully  in  life,  •  /  may  be  crowned  by  Him  at  the 
hour  of  our  death.  Amen. 

SOO  days  (479) 

IN  SICKNESS 

Merciful  Saint  Joseph,  /  the  omnipotence  of  Jesus 
is  in  your  hands.  /  Nothing  is  impossible  to  you.  / 
You  have  but  a  word  to  say  /  and  our  beloved  invalid 
will  be  cured.  /  O  comforter  of  those  /  who  invoke 
you  with  confidence,  /  do  not  reject  our  plea.  /  The 
sick  have  a  special  right  to  your  tender  compassion.  / 
Alleviate,  we  beseech  you,  /  the  pains  of  the  one  we 
recommend  to  you.  /  Obtain  for  him  the  grace  /  to 
sanctify  his  sufferings  through  patience  /  and  total 
submission  to  God’s  holy  Will.  /  But  moreover,  / 
crown  your  benefactions  by  granting  him  a  cure,  / 
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along  with  the  grace  of  leading  a  saintly  life  / 
wholly  pleasing  to  God.  /  O  beloved  Saint  Joseph,  / 
let  not  our  prayers  rise  in  vain,  /  but  deign,  by  this 
additional  favor,  /  increase  our  confidence  in  you  / 
and  our  gratitude  towards  Divine  Goodness.  Amen. 


FOR  PURITY 

Guardian  and  father  of  virgins ,  /  Saint  Joseph, 
to  whose  faithful  care  /  were  entrusted  Jesus  Christ, 
Innocence  itself,  /  and  Mary,  the  Virgin  of  virgins,  / 
I  pray  and  beg  of  you,  /  through  Jesus  and  Mary, 
those  pledges  so  dear  to  you,  /  to  keep  me  from  all 
uncleanness  /  and  to  grant  that  my  mind  may  be 
untainted,  /  my  heart  pure,  /  and  my  body  chaste.  / 
Help  me  always  to  serve  Jesus  and  Mary  /  in  perfect 
chastity.  Amen. 

FOR  OUR  RISHOPS  MD  PRIESTS 

Illustrious  Patriarch  Saint  Joseph,  /  who  carried 
the  Infant  Jesus  in  your  blessed  arms,  /  and  who, 
during  the  span  of  thirty  years,  /  lived  in  the  most 
intimate  familiarity  with  Him,  /  take  under  your 
powerful  protection  /  those  whom  He  has  clothed 
with  His  authority  /  and  honored  with  the  dignity 
of  His  priesthood,  /  whom  He  has  charged  to  con¬ 
tinue  His  mission,  /  to  preach  His  Gospel,  /  and  to 
dispense  everywhere  His  graces  and  blessings. 

Sustain  them  in  their  fatigues  and  labors ;  / 
fortify  them  in  their  struggles ;  /  but  above  all, 
ward  from  them  the  evils  of  sin.  /  Obtain  for  them 
the  humility  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  /  the  faith  of 
St.  Peter,  /  the  zeal  and  charity  of  St.  Paul,  /  the 
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purity  of  St.  John,  /  the  spirit  of  prayer  and  rec¬ 
ollection  /  of  which  you,  my  dear  Saint,  are  the 
model,  /  in  order  that,  after  having  been  on  earth  / 
the  faithful  dispensers  of  the  mysteries  of  your 
Foster-Son  Jesus,  /  they  may  in  heaven  receive  the 
reward  /  promised  to  the  pastors  according  to  the 
heart  of  God.  Amen. 

IX  FINANCIAL  STRAITS 

Admirable  Saint  Joseph,  /  by  that  poverty  in 
which  you  always  lived  /  in  spite  of  your  royal 
birth,  /  praising  and  thanking  God  with  all  your 
heart  /  for  being  found  worthy  to  suffer  much  for 
Him,  /  and  working  patiently  to  obtain  a  livelihood 
for  Jesus  and  Mary,  /  I  humbly  beg  the  assistance 
of  your  prayers  /  that  I  may  be  delivered  from  the 
straits  to  which  I  am  reduced  ;  /  or,  if  that  is  not 
for  my  salvation,  /  obtain  for  me  the  grace  /  to  suffer 
this  poverty  in  patience.  Amen. 


IX  AFFLICTIOX 

Great  Saint  Joseph,  /  I  approach  you  to  ask 
heavenly  consolation,  strength  and  fortitude,  /  to 
carry  the  tribulations  which  God  has  sent  me.  / 
In  the  company  of  the  Divine  Child  /  and  His 
Mother  the  Queen  of  Martyrs,  /  you  have  learned 
to  have  compassion  on  the  afflicted.  /  Their  heart 
taught  you  to  be  compassionate  /  and  be  moved  by 
the  sight  of  suffering.  /  Therefore  I  come  to  pour  out 
my  afflicted  heart  /  into  your  compassionate  heart. 

It  is  true,  /  I  should  have  received  a  greater  trial 
for  all  my  sins,  /  a  much  greater  punishment  from 
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God,  /  but  my  weakness  is  too  great  /  and  my  virtue 
too  weak  /  for  me  to  bear  without  your  help  and 
assistance  /  even  the  burden  of  this  affliction.  / 
O  kind  Saint  Joseph,  /  I  beg  of  you  to  obtain  for 
me  from  Jesus,  /  help  in  my  sufferings,  /  especially 
the  virtue  of  patience  and  resignation  to  the  Will 
of  God.  /  Teach  me  to  deplore  my  sins  /  and  atone 
for  them  through  the  sufferings  sent  to  me  by  God  / 
and  eventually  to  obtain  the  consolations  and  joys  / 
of  the  eternal  mansions.  Amen. 

IN  ANY  DIFFICULTY 

With  childlike  confidence,  /  1  present  myself 
before  you,  O  holy  Joseph,  /  faithful  foster-father 
of  Jesus.  /  I  beg  your  compassionate  intercession  and 
support  /  in  this,  my  present  necessity.  /  I  firmly 
believe  you  are  most  powerful  /  near  the  throne  of 
God  Who  chose  you  /  for  the  foster-father  of  his 
well-beloved  Son,  Jesus  Christ.  /  O  blessed  Saint,  / 
you  who  saved  that  Treasure  of  heaven,  with  His 
virginal  Mother,  /  from  the  rage  of  His  enemies,  / 
who  with  untiring  industry  supplied  His  earthly 
needs,  /  and  with  paternal  care  protected  Him  in 
all  the  journeys  of  His  childhood,  /  take  me,  also, 
for  the  love  of  Jesus,  as  your  child.  /  Assist  me  in 
my  present  difficulty  /  with  your  prayers  before 
God.  /  The  infinite  goodness  of  our  Savior  /  who 
loved  and  honored  you  as  His  father  upon  earth,  / 
cannot  refuse  you  any  request  now  in  heaven. 

How  many  pious  souls  /  have  sought  help  from 
you  in  their  needs,  /  and  have  experienced  with  joy  / 
how  good,  how  ready  to  assist  you  are.  /  How  quickly 
you  turn  to  those  who  call  upon  you  with  confi- 
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dence.  /  How  powerful  you  are  in  bringing  help  / 
and  restoring  joy  to  anxious  and  dejected  hearts.  / 
Therefore  do  I  fly  to  you,  /  O  most  worthy  father 
of  Jesus,  /  most  chaste  spouse  of  Mary.  /  Good 
Saint  Joseph,  /  console  me  in  my  distress,  /  and 
present  my  petition,  through  Jesus  and  Mary,  / 
before  the  throne  of  God.  /  One  word  from  you 
will  move  my  afflicted  soul.  /  Then  most  joyfully 
shall  I  praise  Him  and  you,  /  and  most  earnest  will 
be  my  thanksgiving.  Amen. 

FOR  RESIGNATION 

Great  Saint  Joseph,  /  to  whose  will  the  Savior 
subjected  Himself,  /  obtain  for  me  the  grace  to 
subject  myself  /  in  all  things  to  the  Will  of  God.  / 
Through  the  merits  you  obtained  /  when  in  the 
darkness  of  night  /  you  obeyed  the  commands  of 
the  angel  without  any  objection,  /  obtain  for  me,  / 
that  nothing  may  detain  me  from  fulfilling  the  Will 
of  God  /  with  complete  resignation. 

In  the  stable  and  in  the  flight  to  Egypt,  /  you 
recommended  yourself  and  those  dearest  to  you  to 
Divine  Providence ;  /  thus  grant  to  me  also  the 
grace  /  to  resign  myself  to  the  Will  of  God  /  in 
discouragement  and  despondence,  /  in  health  and  in 
sickness,  /  in  happiness  and  in  misfortune.  /  Obtain 
for  me  the  grace  /  that  nothing  may  disturb  my 
tranquility  of  soul  /  with  which  I  hope  obediently 
to  go  the  way  of  Divine  Providence.  Amen. 

THE  PRIEST’S  PRAYER 

Happy  and  blessed  are  you,  /  O  Joseph,  to  whom 
it  was  given  /  not  only  to  see  and  hear  that  God  / 
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Whom  many  kings  desired  to  see  and  did  not  see,  / 
to  hear  and  did  not  hear,  /  but  also  to  carry  Him 
in  your  arms,  /  to  caress,  to  clothe  and  defend  Him. 

Pray  for  us,  O  blessed  Joseph  ; 

That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promises  of 
Christ. 

Let  us  pray :  /  O  God,  Who  has  given  us  a  royal 
priesthood,  /  grant,  we  bessech  You,  /  that  as  blessed 
Joseph  was  found  worthy  /  to  hold  your  only- 
begotten  Son,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  /  and  to 
carry  Him  reverently  in  his  arms,  /  so  You  will 
make  us  worthy  /  by  cleanness  of  heart  and  innocence 
of  works,  /  to  minister  at  your  holy  altars.  /  May  we 
today  receive  worthily  /  the  most  holy  Body  and 
Blood  of  your  Son,  /  and  in  the  world  to  come,  / 
merit  to  receive  an  eternal  reward.  /  Through  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

A  MOTHER'S  PRAYER 
FOR  IIER  (TIILRRE.Y 

O  glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  to  you  God  committed 
the  care  of  His  only  begotten  Son  /  in  the  many 
dangers  of  this  world.  /  Behold  I  approach  you  and 
beg  you  /  to  take  the  children  God  has  given  me  / 
under  your  special  protection.  /  Through  holy 
Baptism  they  became  children  of  God  /  and  of  His 
holy  Church.  /  1  consecrate  them  to  you  today  / 
that  through  this  consecration  /  they  may  become 
your  foster-children.  /  Guard  them,  guide  their  steps 
in  life,  /  form  their  hearts  after  the  Heart  of  Jesus 
and  Mary. 
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Saint  Joseph,  /  who  experienced  the  tribulations 
and  uneasiness  of  a  father  and  mother  when  the 
Child  Jesus  was  lost,  /  have  pity  on  me  and  accept 
my  offering  /  and  protect  my  dear  children  for  time 
and  eternity.  /  May  you  be  their  father  and  coun¬ 
sellor.  /  Let  them,  like  Jesus,  /  grow  in  age  as  well 
as  in  prudence  /  and  grace  before  God  and  men.  / 
Preserve  them  from  corruption  and  seduction  in  the 
world  /  and  give  me  the  grace  one  day  /  to  be  united 
with  them  in  heaven.  Amen. 

FOIl  A  SPECIAL  FAVOlt 

O  blessed  Saint  Joseph,  /  tender-hearted  father,  / 
faithful  Guardian  of  Jesus,  /  chaste  spouse  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  /  I  pray  and  beseech  you  /  to  offer 
to  God  the  Father  /  his  divine  Son  bathed  in  blood 
on  the  cross  for  sinners  ;  /  and  through  the  thrice 
holy  name  of  Jesus  /  obtain  for  us  of  the  eternal 
Father  /  the  favor  we  implore... 

Appease  the  divine  anger  /  so  justly  inflamed  by 
our  sins  ;  /  beg  of  Jesus  mercy  for  your  children.  / 
Amid  the  splendors  of  eternity  /  forget  not  the 
sorrows  of  earth  ;  /  be  mindful  of  those  who  suffer,  / 
those  who  pray,  /  and  those  who  weep.  /  Stay  the 
almighty  arm  which  smites  us,  /  that  by  your  prayers 
/  and  those  of  your  most  holy  Spouse,  /  the  heart  of 
Jesus  may  be  moved  to  pity  and  to  pardon.  Amen. 


FOR  BROTHER  ANDRE’S  BEATIFICATION 

O  Jesus,  /  Who  have  wished  to  propagate  de¬ 
votion  /  to  your  adopted  father  Saint  Joseph  / 
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through  the  efforts  of  Brother  Andre,  /  grant  that 
the  Church  /  may  glorify  at  the  earliest  opportunity  / 
this  faithful  friend  of  the  poor,  /  the  sick  and  the 
afflicted. 


EJACULATIONS 

Saint  Joseph  of  Mount  Royal,  pray  for  us. 

Dear  Joseph,  grant  us  to  run  life’s  pathway  in 
innocence.  May  we  be  forever  safe  under  your 
protection. 

300  days  (458) 

Saint  Joseph,  foster-father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  true  spouse  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  pray 
for  us. 

300  days  (459) 


Jesus  and  Mary  most  kind,  bless  us  now  and  in 
death’s  agony. 


300  days  (273) 


Jesus,  Mary,  Joseph. 


7  years  (274) 


<L 
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Ill  -  OCCASIONAL  PRAYERS 

FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  HOLY  ROSARY 

Saint  Joseph,  /  we  have  recourse  to  you  in  our 
affliction,  /  and  having  implored  the  help  of  your 
most  holy  Spouse,  /  we  confidently  invoke  your 
patronage  also.  /  By  that  charity  with  which  /  you 
were  united  to  the  immaculate  Virgin  Mother  of 
God,  /  and  by  that  fatherly  love  /  with  which  you 
embraced  the  Child  Jesus,  /  we  beg  you  and  humbly 
pray,  /  that  you  will  look  graciously  /  upon  the 
inheritance  which  Jesus  Christ  purchased  by  His 
Blood,  /  and  assist  us  in  our  need  by  your  prayer 
and  strength. 

Most  watchful  guardian  of  the  Holy  Family,  / 
protect  the  chosen  people  of  Jesus  Christ.  /  Keep 
far  from  us,  most  loving  father,  /  all  blight  of  error 
and  corruption.  /  Mercifully  help  us  from  heaven,  / 
most  valiant  defender,  /  in  this  conflict  with  the 
powers  of  darkness.  /  And  even  as  of  old  you  rescued 
the  Child  Jesus  /  from  the  peril  of  His  life,  /  so  now 
defend  God’s  holy  Church  /  from  the  snares  of  the 
enemy  and  from  all  adversity.  /  Keep  us  one  and 
all  /  under  your  continual  protection,  /  that  sup¬ 
ported  by  your  example  and  your  help,  /  we  may 
lead  a  holy  life,  /  die  a  happy  death,  /  and  come  at 
last  to  the  possession  /  of  everlasting  blessedness  in 
heaven.  Amen. 

3  years  (476) 

REFORE  HOLY  COMMUNION 

Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  /  at  this  moment  when 
I  am  about  to  receive  Jesus,  /  communicate  to  me 
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a  breath  of  that  love  /  which  burned  in  your  heart  / 
when  you  were  near  the  crib.  /  You  who  held  the 
divine  Child  in  your  arms  /  with  such  respect  and 
devotion,  /  obtain  that  I  may  harbor  the  same 
sentiments  /  when  I  shall  bear  Him  in  my  heart.  / 
I  beg  of  you,  dear  Joseph,  /  to  inflame  my  soul  with 
ardent  love  /  that  this  Communion  may  transform 
me  /  and  become  a  pledge  of  my  eternal  salvation. 
Amen. 


AFTER  HOLY  COMMUNION 

Your  happiness,  /  great  Saint  Joseph,  has  now 
become  mine ;  /  Jesus,  your  treasure,  has  become 
my  treasure.  /  I  possess  the  same  God  nourished  by 
you  on  earth  /  and  Who  is  your  delight  in  heaven.  / 
I  beg  you,  charitable  Saint,  /  to  thank  the  Savior 
on  my  behalf  /  for  the  immense  favor  He  has  granted 
me.  /  Offer  Him  your  great  merits  /  to  supply  the 
penury  of  mine.  /  May  I  live  for  Him,  speak  of 
Him,  /  think  of  Him  and  die  for  Him.  Amen. 


c > 


V 
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IV  -  DEVOTIONS  IN  MEMORY 

OF 

THE  SEVEN  JOYS  AND  SORROWS 
OF  SAINT  JOSEPH 

1  —  Chaste  spouse  of  Mary  most  holy,  glorious 
Saint  Joseph,  great  were  your  trouble  and  anguish 
of  heart  when  you  were  minded  to  privately  put 
away  your  inviolate  Spouse ;  yet  your  joy  was  un¬ 
speakable,  when  the  sublime  mystery  of  the  In¬ 
carnation  was  made  known  to  you  by  the  Angel  ! 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy  /  we 
beseech  you  to  comfort  our  souls,  /  both  now  and 
in  their  final  pains,  /  with  the  joy  of  a  good  life  / 
and  a  death  like  unto  your  own,  /  in  the  arms  of 
Jesus  and  Mary. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

2  —  Most  blessed  Patriarch,  glorious  Saint  Joseph, 
who  were  chosen  to  be  the  foster-father  of  the  Word 
made  flesh,  your  sorrow  at  seeing  the  Child  Jesus 
born  in  such  poverty  was  suddenly  changed  into 
heavenly  joy,  when  you  heard  the  angels  singing 
and  beheld  the  glories  of  that  resplendent  night. 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  we  im¬ 
plore  you  to  obtain  for  us  /  that,  when  the  journey 
of  our  life  is  ended,  /  we  too  may  pass  on  to  that 
blessed  land  /  where  we  shall  hear  the  angelic 
choirs  /  and  rejoice  in  the  bright  light  of  heavenly 
glory. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 
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5  —  Glorious  Saint  Joseph ,  who  faithfully  obeyed 
the  law  of  God,  your  heart  was  pierced  with  pain 
when  the  precious  Blood  of  the  Infant  Savior  was 
shed  at  His  circumcision.  But  the  Name  of  Jesus 
imparted  on  the  Child  gave  you  new  life  and  filled 
your  heart  with  quiet  joy. 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  obtain 
for  us  the  grace  to  be  freed  /  from  all  sin  during 
life,  /  and  to  die  rejoicing,  /  with  the  Name  of 
Jesus  in  our  hearts  and  on  our  lips.  Amen. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

4  —  Most  faithful  Saint,  who  shared  the  mysteries 
of  our  Redemption,  glorious  Saint  Joseph,  the  prophe¬ 
cy  of  Simeon  foretelling  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  and 
Mary,  caused  you  to  shudder  with  mortal  dread,  but 
at  the  same  time  filled  you  with  a  blessed  joy,  by 
the  prediction  of  the  salvation  and  glorious  resur¬ 
rection  of  countless  souls. 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  help  us 
with  your  prayers  /  to  be  of  the  number  of  those 
who  /  by  the  merits  of  Jesus  and  the  intercession  of 
His  Virgin  Mother,  /  shall  be  partakers  of  the 
resurrection  to  glory. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

5  —  Most  watchful  guardian,  glorious  St.  Joseph, 
you  had  to  toil  hard  to  support  and  serve  the  Son 
of  the  Most  High,  especially  during  the  flight  and 
sojourn  in  Egypt.  Yet  at  the  same  time,  how  you 
did  rejoice  to  have  God  always  with  you,  and  to 
witness  the  overthrow  of  the  idols  of  Egypt. 
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By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  obtain 
for  us  the  grace  to  keep  far  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy  of  our  souls,  /  by  flight  from  all  dangerous 
occasions  of  sin,  /  so  that  no  idol  of  earthly  affec¬ 
tion  /  may  any  longer  occupy  a  place  in  our  hearts;  / 
may  we  be  employed  wholly  in  serving  Jesus  and 
Mary,  /  and  for  them  alone  may  we  live  and  happily 
die. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

6  —  Angel  on  earth,  glorious  Saint  Joseph,  you 
marvelled  at  seeing  the  King  of  heaven  obedient  to 
your  every  command,  but  your  consolation  at  leading 
Jesus  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  was  troubled  by  the 
fear  of  Archelaus  ;  nevertheless,  being  reassured  by 
the  Angel,  you  went  back  and  dwelt  in  gladness 
at  Nazareth,  in  the  company  of  Jesus  and  Mary. 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  obtain 
for  us  that,  having  our  heart  freed  from  idle  fears,  / 
we  may  rejoice  in  peace  of  conscience,  /  may  live  in 
safety  with  Jesus  and  Mary,  /  and  finally  die  in 
their  arms. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

7  —  Glorious  Saint  Joseph,  pattern  of  all  holi¬ 
ness,  when  through  no  fault  of  your  own,  you  lost 
Jesus,  the  holy  Child,  you  searched  for  Him  with 
great  sorrow  for  three<  days,  until  with  joy  un¬ 
speakable  you  found  Him,  Who  was  your  life, 
amidst  the  doctors  in  the  Temple. 

By  this  your  sorrow  and  this  your  joy,  /  we  pray 
you  with  our  whole  hearts  /  to  always  intercede  in 
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our  behalf,  /  that  we  may  never  lose  Jesus  by  mortal 
sin,  /  and  if  we  are  at  any  time  so  wretched  as  to 
lose  Him,  /  grant  that  we  may  seek  Him  with  un¬ 
wearied  sorrow  /  until  we  find  Him  again,  /  ready 
to  show  us  His  great  mercy,  /  especially  at  the  hour 
of  death.  /  Thus  may  we  pass  from  this  life  /  to 
enjoy  Him  forever  in  heaven,  /  there  to  sing  with 
you  His  divine  mercies  forever  and  ever. 

Our  Father,  Hail  Mary,  Glory  be. 

Jesus  Himself  was  about  thirty  years  old ,  being, 
as  He  was  supposed,  the  son  of  Joseph.  Pray  for  us, 
holy  Joseph. 

That  we  may  be  made  worthy  of  the  promises  of 
Christ. 

Let  us  pray :  /  O  God,  Who  in  your  loving 
Providence  have  been  pleased  to  choose  Blessed 
Joseph  /  as  the  spouse  of  your  most  holy  Mother,  / 
grant,  we  beseech  You,  /  that  we  who  venerate  him 
as  our  protector  on  earth,  /  may  merit  to  have  him 
as  our  intercessor  in  heaven.  /  Who  live  and  reign 
world  without  end.  Amen. 

5  years 


(TW^) 
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V  —  PRAYERS  FOR 
YOUNGSTERS 


A N  ACT  OF  CONSECRATION 

Dear  Saint  Joseph,  /  foster-father  of  Jesus,  I 
dedicate  myself  to  you.  /  Kindly  be  my  protector 
and  father,  /  help  me  retain  the  precious  treasure 
of  purity  in  my  heart,  /  guard  me  from  evil  in  soul 
and  body.  /  Watch  over  me  every  minute  of  my 
life  ;  /  guide  my  every  step,  /  assist  me  in  my  class- 
work  /  and  steer  me  ever  closer  to  Jesus.  Amen. 

FOR  MY  PARENTS 

Blessed  Saint  Joseph,  /  who  were  a  model  foster- 
father  to  Jesus,  /  obtain  for  mother  and  dad  /  all  the 
graces  they  need  to  play  well  /  the  part  of  God’s 
messengers  in  my  life.  /  Obtain  for  them  strength  / 
never  to  betray  the  mission  /  which  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence  has  entrusted  to  them,  /  courage  to  resist 
weakness  of  heart  /  when  inflicting  punishment  and 
remarks.  /  Good  Saint  Joseph,  /  kindly  make  up  for 
the  sacrifices  /  my  parents  consent  to  on  my  behalf,  / 
by  ensuring  them  the  comfort  /  of  being  ever  better 
loved  and  obeyed  by  me.  Amen. 

FOR  OREDIENCE 

Good  Saint  Joseph,  /  ever  so  faithful  in  heeding 
the  instructions  of  the  Angel,  /  grant  me  the  grace 
of  perfect  obedience  /  to  my  parents  and  teachers  / 
who  exercise  authority  over  me  in  the  name  of  God.  / 
Help  me  to  obey  them  generously  and  joyfully,  / 
without  complaint  or  delay,  /  in  the  same  manner 
Jesus  was  in  the  habit  /  of  obeying  you  in  his  boy¬ 
hood.  Amen. 
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TO  REMAIN  LOYAL  AND  HONEST 

Saint  Joseph  most  faithful,  /  who  have  shown 
a  steadfast  loyalty  /  in  the  service  of  Jesus  and 
Mary,  /  teach  me  to  remain  loyal  and  honest  at  all 
times.  /  Let  neither  shame  nor  boldness,  /  nor  fear 
of  punishment  /  deter  me  from  always  telling  the 
truth.  Amen. 


FOR  MY  VOCATION 

Saint  Joseph,  /  obtain  for  me  the  grace  to  know  / 
what  calling  God  wishes  me  to  follow  in  life.  / 
Help  me  to  be  true  to  my  vocation.  /  I  beseech  you,  / 
with  the  aid  of  prudent  and  wise  counsellors,  /  may 
I  detect  and  follow  /  the  state  of  life  God  has 
planned  for  me.  Amen. 

FOR  PROTECTION 
DURING  THE  HOLIDAYS 

O  Saint  Joseph,  /  who  have  constantly  watched  / 
over  the  games  and  friendships  of  Jesus  at  Nazareth,  / 
protect  me  during  my  holidays,  /  against  all  dan¬ 
gers,  /  accidents,  evil  companions  and  bad  books  / 
that  might  stain  my  soul.  /  Remind  me  daily  /  to 
offer  my  morning  and  night  prayers,  /  that  I  may 
never  be  denied  the  graces  I  need  /  to  remain  in  the 
state  of  grace  /  throughout  my  vacations.  Amen. 

FOR  DEEPER  LOVE 
TOWARDS  OUR  RLESSED  MOTHER 

O  good  Saint  Joseph,  /  to  whom  God  the  Father 
entrusted  Our  Lady,  /  fill  my  heart  with  love  for 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  /  so  that  I  may  never  fail 
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to  have  recourse  to  her  /  in  all  my  needs,  /  and 
especially  for  perseverance  /  in  keeping  my  soul 
spotless.  /  O  Guardian  of  Mary,  /  inspire  me  with 
the  same  confidence  you  showed  in  her,  /  and  may 
I  learn  to  harbor  towards  my  Blessed  Mother  /  the 
profound  love  of  a  child  for  its  mother.  Amen. 

(TWJ 

VI  -  HYMNS  TO  ST.  JOSEPH 

JOSEPH,  GREAT  SAINT 

Joseph,  great  Saint,  the  King  of  heaven  named  you. 
To  be  the  spouse  of  Mary,  Mother  dear ; 

Jesus  revered  and  as  a  father  loved  you ; 

Joseph,  great  Saint,  Joseph,  great  Saint, 

O  pray  for  us  who  have  recourse  to  you. 

In  all  our  woes,  we  seek  your  intercession, 

For  well  we  know  that  you  will  hear  our  prayer. 
Our  faith  in  you  will  never,  never  lessen  ! 

Joseph,  great  Saint,  Joseph,  great  Saint, 

O  pray  for  us  who  have  recourse  to  you. 

HAIL,  HOLY  JOSEPH,  HAIL  ! 

Hail,  holy  Joseph,  hail, 

Chaste  spouse  of  Mary,  hail  : 

More  pure  than  lily  flower 
In  Eden’s  peaceful  vale. 

Hail,  holy  Joseph,  hail, 

God’s  choice  wert  thou  alone, 

To  thee  the  Word  made  Flesh 
Was  subject  as  a  Son. 
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DEAH  GUARDIAN  OF  MARY 

Dear  Guardian  of  Mary  !  Dear  nurse  of  her  Child  ! 
Life’s  ways  are  full  weary,  the  desert  is  wild ; 

Bleak  sands  are  all  around  us,  no  home  can  we  see ; 
Sweet  spouse  of  Our  Lady,  we  lean  safe  on  thee. 

God  chose  thee  for  Jesus  and  Mary ;  wilt  thou 
Forgive  a  poor  exile  for  choosing  thee  now  ? 
There’s  no  saint  in  heaven,  Saint  Joseph  like  thee, 
Sweet  spouse  of  Our  Lady,  do  thou  plead  for  me. 

For  thou  to  the  pilgrim  art  father  and  guide, 

And  Jesus  and  Mary  felt  safe  at  thy  side ; 

Ah  !  Blessed  Saint  Joseph,  how  safe  should  I  be, 
Sweet  spouse  of  Our  Lady,  if  thou  wert  with  me. 


•6  & 
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The 


Way  of  the  Cross 

on  the  mountain-side 

at 

Saint  Joseph’s  Oratory 


Henry  BERNARD,  C.S.C. 

THE  INDULGENCES 
OF  THE  WAY  OF  THE  CROSS 

To  the  sincerely  repentant  faithful  who,  either  individually 
or  collectively,  perform  the  pious  exercises  of  a  Way  of  the 
Cross  legitimately  erected  according  to  the  norms  issued  by 
the  Holy  See,  are  granted  the  following  : 

1)  A  plenary  indulgence  every  time  they  perform 
these  exercises. 

2)  Another  plenary  indulgence  if,  on  the  day  they 
perform  these  exercises,  they  receive  Holy  Communion, 
or  else  if  during  the  month  they  have  received  Com¬ 
munion  and  made  the  stations  ten  times. 

3)  An  indulgence  of  ten  years  for  each  station  if,  after 
starting  these  holy  exercises,  they  must  interrupt  them 
for  a  valid  reason. 

(Enchiridion  lndulgentiarum,  1952,  no.  194) 
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Foreword 


These  STATIONS  on  the  mountain-side  are  the 
materialization  of  a  dream  long  cherished  by  Brother 
Andre ,  who  showed  a  lively  devotion  for  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  Christ.  The  biographer  of  the  Shrine’s  Founder 
has  characterized  the  latter’s  spirituality  in  these 
words  :  “That  which  individualizes  Brother  Andre’s 
piety  is  the  intimate  bond  between  devotion  to  Saint 
Joseph  and  devotion  to  the  Passion...  In  fact,  that 
which  primarily  stands  out  on  first  analysis  in  the  life 
of  this  servant  of  God  would  seem  to  be  his  devotion 
to  Saint  Joseph ,  but  for  those  who  have  been  privi¬ 
leged  with  his  close  friendship,  the  devotion  to  the 
sufferings  of  Christ  appears  to  predominate.” 

Undoubtedly,  in  Brother  Andre’s  mind,  the  basilica 
would  rally  thousands  of  faithful  for  mass  manifesta¬ 
tions  of  worship  ;  but  through  this  Way  of  the  Cross 
Brother  Andre  intended  to  ensure  the  pilgrims  gardens 
wherein  they  might  seek  the  quiet  and  beauty  of 
nature  apt  to  favor  private  prayer. 

The  statues  of  this  Way  of  the  Cross,  which  have 
been  hailed  as  outstanding  by  noted  art  critics,  were 
modeled  by  a  French-Canadian  sculptor ,  Mr.  Louis 
Parent  of  Montreal,  who  labored  on  location  for  ten 
years.  Meanwhile,  a  famous  landscape  artist,  the  late 
Mr.  Frederick  Todd,  planned  the  gardens  gracing 
the  site  of  the  stations. 

Hewn  out  of  Indiana  buff  stone,  the  figures,  which 
are  cut  in  a  robust  style  well  suited  to  the  strong 
temperament  of  the  Canadian  people,  offer  pilgrims 
the  opportunity  of  “praying  on  art  beautiful” . 
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The  Grotto  of  the  Agony 

Leader  :  Back  in  the  early  centuries  of  the  Church, 
a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem  where  one  could  trek 
from  Pilate’s  court  to  Calvary  was  considered  a 
remarkable  privilege.  But  when  in  the  course  of 
the  Xllth  century  the  Holy  Land  fell  to  the  hands 
of  the  Moslems,  the  pilgrims  were  barred  access  to 
Jerusalem.  Thence  it  was  that  Christian  piety 
initiated  a  primitive  form  of  the  Way  of  the  Cross. 

★  Altogether  :  Lord  Jesus,  /  the  curtain  now  rises 
on  the  drama  of  your  Passion  /  —  an  abiding 
drama,  /  since  according  to  Saint  Paul,  /  I  must 
“fill  up  in  my  flesh  /  what  is  lacking  of  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  Christ”.  /  May  my  heart  remain  wide 
awake  /  during  these  pious  exercises,  /  that  I  may 
faithfully  “watch  one  hour  with  you”. 
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First  station 


Jesus  is  sentenced  to  death 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  “Whom  do  you  wish  that  I  release  to 
you,”  inquired  Pilate,  “Barabbas  or  Jesus  who  is 
called  Christ  ?”...  The  reply  came  instantly  : 
“Barabbas  !”  howled  the  rabble.  No  one  dared  rise 
in  Jesus’  defense.  He  stood  alone  at  this  tragic  hour, 
alone  to  face  the  screeching  horde  of  accusers  ;  on 
Him  already  weighed  like  an  anvil  the  frightful 
solitude,  the  total  forlornness  of  Calvary. 

★  Altogether  :  Every  day,  O  Lord,  /  You  stand  trial 
before  the  tribunal  of  my  conscience.  /  Many  times 
a  day  /  you  are  summoned  before  this  intimate 
court  /  under  the  mantle  of  virtue,  /  charity, 
honesty,  purity  or  kindness.  /  Barabbas  also  appears 
before  my  conscience  /  in  the  form  of  vice,  /  hatred, 
injustice,  lust  or  calumny.  /  Thus,  every  time  I 
speak  ill  of  my  neighbor,  /  indulge  in  fraud,  /  con¬ 
sent  to  evil  thoughts  /  or  pass  rash  judgment  on 
someone,  /  effectively  I  prefer  Barabbas  to  You  / 
and  deliver  a  verdict  of  death  against  Yo\i.  /  O 
Lord  Jesus,  /  I  am  in  dire  need  of  Your  forgive¬ 
ness  ! 


38 


Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Second  station 

Jesus  carries  His  Cross 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  During  the  presentation  ceremony  in  the 
Temple,  the  holy  man  Simeon  had  predicted  that 
the  Child  would  become  a  sign  of  contradiction. 
This  prophecy  is  now  rigorously  fulfilled.  The  life 
of  Christ  and  His  teachings  were  a  shocking  con¬ 
tradiction  of  man’s  thinking  and  way  of  life.  And 
to  show  his  disavowal,  man  has  burdened  the 
shoulders  of  Jesus  with  this  sign  of  contradiction  — 
the  cross. 

★  Altogether  :  Lord  Jesus,  /  I  for  one  have  shared 
in  carpentering  Your  cross.  /  The  vertical  beam 
is  Your  Will  ;  /  the  horizontal  beam,  my  own  per¬ 
sonal  will.  /  And  every  time  my  will  is  at  variance 
with  Yours,  /  I  fashion  a  new  cross  /  that  crushes 
Your  shoulders.  /  Teach  me  to  parallel  my  will  with 
Yours,  /  thus  to  succeed  in  building  the  ladder  of 
perfect  compliance  /  that  will  enable  me  to  climb 
to  spiritual  heights. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 


to 


Third  station 


•Vosus  falls  the  first  time 


We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  Thrice  Jesus  was  tempted  in  the  desert, 
and  three  times  He  fell  along  the  sorrowful  way. 
This  was  His  manner  of  atoning  for  our  surrenders 
to  the  flesh,  to  pride  and  to  the  Evil  One.  Jesus  was 
first  tempted  in  His  senses  :  “Command  that  these 
stones  become  loaves  of  bread”,  suggested  Satan. 
But  in  complete  control  of  His  sensibility,  Jesus 
replied  to  the  tempter  :  “Not  by  bread  alone  does 
man  live,  but  by  every  word  that  comes  forth  from 
the  mouth  of  God”. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Lord,  /  when  the  fire  of  con¬ 
cupiscence  is  kindled  within  me  /  and  my  flesh  is 
buffeted  by  temptation,  /  help  me  retain  control  of 
my  senses  /  by  reminding  me  of  the  privileges  of 
my  Baptism  /  which  has  made  me  a  living  temple 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  /  By  the  merits  of  this  first  fall 
of  Yours  on  the  way  to  Calvary,  /  may  I  be  spared 
all  weaknesses  of  the  flesh  ! 


42 


Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  in  peace. 

Amen. 


43 


Fourth  station 

Jesus  meets  His  Mother 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 
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Leader  :  The  more  we  love  someone,  the  closer 
we  share  that  loved  one’s  sorrows  and  pains.  And 
no  one  ever  loved  Jesus  more  than  Mary,  His 
mother.  Accordingly  nobody  so  acutely  shared 
Christ’s  sufferings  as  did  Our  Lady.  Her  anguish 
was  such  that  she  duly  has  been  called  the  co¬ 
redeemer  of  mankind.  On  this  occasion  particularly 
Jesus  asserted  Himself  as  a  sign  of  contradiction  ; 
He  chose  the  very  opposite  of  man’s  customary 
way  of  doing  things  :  in  fact,  far  from  sparing  His 
mother  sorrow  and  anguish,  Jesus  on  the  contrary 
called  on  her  to  suffer  with  Him. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Sorrowful  Virgin,  /  how  high  a 
price  you  must  pay  /  for  the  privilege  of  your 
motherhood  over  us.  /  The  suffering  that  rends 
your  heart  /  on  meeting  with  your  Son,  /  *  is 
part  of  the  pains  of  childbirth  /  through  which 
you  have  become  the  mother  of  men,  /  our  mother. 
/  After  giving  birth  to  your  First-Born  /  in  the  joy 
of  Bethlehem,  /  you  now  beget  all  of  us  in  pain.  / 
You  may  well  claim  motherhood  over  us,  /  not 
through  a  title  of  courtesy,  /  but  through  the  very 
pains  of  childbirth.  /  May  I  vow  to  you  a  loving 
sonship  /  now  and  till  the  hour  of  my  death. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be. 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Fifth  station 


Simon  helps  Jesus  to  carry 
His  Cross 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  Jesus’  state  of  exhaustion  somewhat  wor¬ 
ries  the  soldiers  ;  they  are  beginning  to  wonder 
whether  or  not  their  Prisoner  will  have  sufficient 
strength  to  reach  by  Himself  the  site  chosen  for  the 
crucifixion.  He  must  not  die  en  route.  Surely,  he 
must  die,  but  of  a  very  specific  type  of  death.  He 
must  breathe  His  last  on  the  cross,  on  the  sign  of 
contradiction  under  which  He  lived,  labored  and 
preached.  And  for  fear  the  Prisoner  might  collapse 
on  His  way  to  execution,  a  stranger  named  Simon 
is  compelled  to  help  Jesus  bear  the  cross. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Jesus  /  at  first  this  man  had  to  be 
forced  to  come  to  Your  aid,  /  because  in  this  rugged 
cross  /  all  he  could  see  was  a  burden  to  be  dragged, 
/  and  not  the  weight  of  the  world’s  sins.  /  But 
shortly,  /  as  a  result  of  a  few  minutes  of  association 
with  Your  sufferings,  /  his  heart  was  changed  ;  / 
he  found  true  joy  in  the  task.  /  Ever  remind  me, 
O  Lord,  /  that  the  crosses  which  You  present  to 
me  /  always  appear  heavier  from  a  distance  /  than 
they  are  in  reality  /  once  I  willingly  have  shoul¬ 
dered  them.  /  When  shall  I  understand  once  and 
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for  all  /  that  in  Your  company  /  any  yoke  is  easy 
and  all  burdens  are  light. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Sixth  station 


Veronica  wipes  the  face  of  Jesus 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  It  was  not  the  imprint  of  His  face  trans¬ 
figured  on  Mount  Tabor  that  Jesus  wished  to  leave 
with  us,  but  the  likeness  of  His  features  streaming 
with  blood  and  sweat.  The  imprint  of  His  holy  face 
on  Veronica’s  cloth  reminds  us  that  in  this  life  it 
is  not  in  His  glory  that  we  can  resemble  Christ,  but 
rather  in  His  sufferings. 

★  Altogether  :  Lord  Jesus,  /  it  is  not  simply  on  a 
remnant  of  linen  /  that  Your  likeness  is  stamped  ;  / 
it  is  etched  in  my  soul  /  by  the  baptismal  seal.  /  A 
Christian  through  Baptism,  /  I  am  obliged  to  in¬ 
quire  :  /  “Whose  inscription  is  it”  which  I  bear  in 
my  soul  ?  /  And  since  it  is  of  God,  /  I  must  render 
unto  God  /  that  which  belongs  to  God.  /  O  Jesus, 
/  following  the  example  of  courageous  Veronica,  / 
may  I  never  allow  human  respect  /  to  hinder  me 
from  serving  You. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Seventh  station 


Jesus  falls 
a 

second  lime 


We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  The  second  temptation  Jesus  experienced 
in  the  desert  was  aimed  at  wounding  Him  in 
spirit  :  “Throw  Thyself  down  from  this  pinnacle  ; 
for  it  is  written  :  He  will  give  His  angels  charge 
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concerning  Thee,  to  preserve  Thee”.  The  tempter 
resorted  to  deceit  ;  he  was  playing  on  the  chords 
of  presumption  and  pride.  But  Jesus,  Who  had 
come  here  below  to  fulfill  the  Will  of  His  Father 
and  not  to  astound  the  world  with  prodigies,  over¬ 
came  this  temptation  of  pride  in  short  order.  In 
fact,  was  He  not  soon  to  proclaim  :  “Learn  from 
Me,  for  I  am  meek  and  humble  of  heart”. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Lord,  /  by  this  second  fall  of 
Yours  on  the  road  to  Calvary,  /  You  intend  to  atone 
for  my  countless  puffs  of  pride.  /  Pride  it  is  /  when  I 
complain  against  the  wise  delays  of  Your  providen¬ 
tial  ways  ;  /  pride  it  is  /  when  I  speak  ill  of  my 

neighbor  ;  /  pride  it  is  /  when  I  find  a  thousand 

and  one  excuses  for  my  blunders  ;  /  pride  it  is  / 
when  I  hold  grudges  that  poison  my  heart.  /  O 
Jesus,  /  may  I  too  bend  both  knees  to  the  ground  ; 
/  may  I  bury  my  face  in  shame,  /  so  crushed  am 
I  under  the  weight  of  my  sins  ! 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Eighth  station 


Tlie  women  ol  Jerusalem  weep 
over  Jesus 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  One  does  not  easily  come  by  knowledge 
of  self.  Jesus  Himself  declared  that  one  more  readily 
sees  the  speck  in  his  brother’s  eye,  than  the  beam 
in  his  own.  The  women  of  Jerusalem  for  instance 
took  pity  on  Christ,  but  He  immediately  pointed 
out  that  they  should  “weep  not  for  Him  but  for 
themselves”,  thereby  to  signify  that  their  sins  and 
ours  were  actually  causing  all  His  sufferings.  The 
women  sympathized  with  Him,  but  failed  to  grasp 
that  they  themselves  were  responsible  for  these  same 
sufferings. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Jesus,  /  help  me  to  understand  the 
equation  /  between  Your  Passion  and  my  own  per¬ 
sonal  sins.  /  Your  executioners  were  in  reality  my 
agents  ;  /  it  is  on  me  that  rests  the  responsability 
for  Your  sorrows,  /  Well  though  it  is  for  me  to 
sympathize  with  You,  /  yet  must  I  also  confess  my 
guilt  /  in  the  very  measure  of  my  own  weak¬ 
nesses.  /  Had  I  always  proved  humble  of  heart,  / 
the  crown  of  thorns  would  not  have  cut  so  deeply 
into  Your  forehead  ;  /  had  I  always  accepted  with 
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resignation  the  trials  of  life,  /  the  cross  would  have 
weighed  less  upon  Your  shoulders  ;  /  had  I  strayed 
less  often  from  the  path  of  righteousness,  /  the 
road  to  Calvary  would  have  been  less  arduous  for 
You.  /  Forgive  me,  Lord  Jesus.  /  Forgive  me. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Ninth  station 


•Jesus  falls  a  third  time 


We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world . 

Leader  :  From  the  height  of  a  mountain  on  the 
occasion  of  the  third  temptation,  Satan  suggested 
a  shameful  barter  to  Jesus  :  a  worldly  kingdom  in 
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exchange  for  the  service  of  God.  But  Christ  quickly 
overcame  the  temptation  :  “Begone  Satan  !”  Alas  ! 
the  devil  is  not  yet  out  of  business  and  he  still 
continues  to  offer  fleeting  pleasures  for  the  joy  and 
happiness  of  serving  God.  Woe  to  those  who  lend 
an  ear  to  the  deceitful  propositions  of  the  “father 
of  lies”,  because  the  latter  has  time  only  to  offer 
in  exchange  for  eternity,  remorse  for  peace  of  soul, 
and  the  slavery  of  sin  for  the  liberty  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren. 


★  Altogether  :  How  often,  O  Lord,  /  I  have  allow¬ 
ed  myself  to  be  deluded  by  the 
devil’s  propositions  !  How 
often  I  have  been  caught  in 
his  nets.  /  But  fortunately,  / 
by  this,  Your  third  fall,  /  You 
have  merited  for  me  the  grace 
of  countless  pardons.  /  Your 
attitude  teaches  me  to  be  kind 
/  towards  those  who  have 
fallen  /  and  to  aid  them  / 
that  they  may  not  remain 
prostrate  in  their  sins. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Marv... 

j 

Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 
Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faith¬ 
ful  departed,  through  the 
mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Tenth  station 


•fesus  is  stripped  of  His  garments 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  The  Son  of  God  had  divested  Himself  of 
His  heavenly  glory  by  taking  the  form  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  man.  On  Calvary,  Jesus  pushed  destitution 
still  further.  He  wished  to  be  deprived  not  only  of 
divine  glory  but  also  of  all  earthly  possessions.  He 
was  stripped  even  of  His  garments. 

★  Altogether  :  Lord  Jesus,  /  You  renounced  all  be¬ 
longings,  /  thus  to  adorn  our  souls  with  grace.  / 
Help  us  understand  that  this  grace  can  fill  our 
hearts  /  only  on  condition  that  we  first  shed  from 
our  souls  all  worldly  attachments.  /  I  must  empty 
myself  of  selfishness,  /  to  fill  my  heart  with  charity  ; 
/  I  must  eradicate  all  bad  habits,  /  if  the  buds  of 
virtue  are  to  blossom  in  my  soul  ;  /  I  must  rid  my¬ 
self  of  worldly  finery  and  trappings,  /  if  I  am  to 
drape  myself  in  the  whiteness  of  my  baptismal 
innocence. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Eleventh  station 


An  executioner  nails  Jesus 
to  the  cross 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  “No  one  takes  up  my  life  from  me,  but 
I  lay  it  down  of  myself”,  Jesus  had  declared.  And 
deliberately  did  He  accept  His  crucifixion.  He  was 
not  being  pegged  to  the  cross  against  His  will  ;  He 
Himself  mounted  the  cross  as  a  pulpit  from  which 
to  preach  His  last  sermon,  and  no  doubt  His  most 
eloquent  —  a  sermon  the  echo  of  which  will  be 
repeated  throughout  the  centuries  every  time  a 
human  being 
looks  up  to  a 
crucifix. 

★  Altogether  : 

O  Jeisus,  /  when 
the  burdens  of 
my  daily 
crosses  crush 
me,  /  give  me 
the  grace  to 
transform  these 
crosses  into  so 
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many  cruci¬ 
fixes.  /  A  bare 
cross  is  terrify¬ 
ing  and  loath¬ 
some  ;  /  but  all 
I  have  to  do  is 
to  climb  upon 
it  willingly  /  to 
turn  it  into  a 
crucifix,  /  the 
symbol  of  inner 
peace  and  joy.  / 
The  only  crosses 
that  are  too 
heavy  to  carry  / 
are  those  at 
which  we  balk. 
/  Assist  me  in  transforming  my  daily  trials  /  into 
so  many  tokens  of  love,  /  through  a  generous  con¬ 
sent  to  them. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Twelfth  station 


•Jesus  breathes  His  last 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  has  redeemed 
the  world. 

Leader  :  Christ  must  now  affix  His  signature  to 
His  last  will,  by  giving  up  the  ghost.  To  His 
executioners  He  bequeaths  His  garments,  to  the  soil 
His  blood,  to  the  tomb  His  body,  to  John  His 
mother  and  to  God  His  soul.  But  His  triumph  is 
not  yet  apparent,  for  He  is  still  being  jeered  at 
and  challenged  :  “If  thou  art  the  Son  of  God, 
come  down  from  the  cross  !” 

★  Altogether  :  Of  course,  O  Lord,  /  You  will  not,  / 
You  must  not  come  down  from  the  cross.  /  To  save 
others,  /  one  must  sacrifice  himself.  /  That  is  the 
law  of  salvation.  /  The  seeds  cannot  be  spared,  /  if 
a  harvest  is  to  ripen  ;  /  the  tender  grass  in  the 
pastures  cannot  be  spared,  /  if  the  life  of  the  flock 
is  to  be  ensured  ;  /  and  neither  can  You  spare  Your 
life  on  Calvary,  /  because  death  is  the  ransom  of 
our  resurrection  to  the  life  of  grace. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

Amen. 
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Thirteenth  station 


•fesus  Is  taken  down  from  the  cross 
and  laid  in  Mary’s  arms 


We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 
Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 


Leader  :  The  piercing  sword  of  sorrow  foretold  by 
Simeon  in  the  Temple  now  has  been  sunk  to  the 
hilt  in  Mary’s  heart.  At  the  foot  of  the  gibbet  the 
Ladv  of  Sorrows  holds  in  her  arms  the  inanimate 
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body  of  her  Son.  But  the  courage  of  this  mother 
remains  undaunted  in  spite  of  her  extreme  suffer¬ 
ing,  because  Mary  has  understood  the  sacrifice  of 
Jesus  :  this  body  in  shreds  is  the  price  to  be  paid 
for  mankind’s  resurrection  to  spiritual  life.  Once 
again  Mary  engraves  in  her  heart  the  features  of 
her  Son  Whom  she  will  shortly  abandon  to  the 
bleakness  of  the  grave.  At  this  pathetic  moment  she 
is  little  short  of  reliving  the  joyful  hours  of  thirty- 
three  years  ago  when,  in  the  grotto  of  Bethlehem, 
she  had  known  the  indescribable  bliss  of  caressing 
in  her  arms  this  same  Jesus.  But  alas  !  since,  our 
sins  have  intervened. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Mary,  /  our  Sorrowful  Mother,  / 
who  so  tenderly,  /  so  lovingly  enfolded  in  your 
embrace  /  the  dead  body  of  Christ  at  its  descent 
from  the  altar  of  the  cross,  /  inspire  us  with  some 
of  that  same  love  and  tenderness  for  Him,  /  when 
we  are  privileged  to  receive  the  living  Christ  / 
descending  on  the  altar  of  the  Holy  Sacrifice  of 
the  Mass. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

A  men. 
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Fourteenth  station 

Jesus  Is  laid  in  the  tomb 

We  adore  Thee,  O  Christ,  and  we  praise  Thee, 

Because  by  Thy  Holy  Cross  Thou  hast  redeemed 
the  world. 


Leader  :  There  is  a  minimum  of  hospitality  which 
is  accorded  to  any  man  coming  into  this  world  : 
a  place  wherein  to  be  born,  and  a  six-foot  hole 


in  the  ground  wherein  to  be  buried.  But  even  this 
strict  minimum  was  refused  to  the  divine  Pauper  : 
He  was  born  inside  a  shelter  for  cattle,  in  a  grotto 
at  Bethlehem  ;  for  a  tomb,  all  he  had  was  a 
stranger’s  sepulcher.  And  still,  Jesus  did  fulfill  His 
mission.  All  men  before  and  after  Him  came  into 
the  world  to  live  ;  He  came  to  die,  and  thus  to 
restore  to  life  all  those  who  would  follow  Him  up 
the  road  to  Calvary. 

★  Altogether  :  O  Mary,  /  as  you  gaze  upon  the 
stone  sealing  the  entrance  to  the  sepulcher,  /  you 
do  not  share  the  anguish  and  despondency  of  your 
companions.  /  You  are  not  disheartened  like  the 
others,  /  because  the  flame  of  hope  burns  brightly 
in  your  soul.  /  You  believe  in  Jesus’  prediction  ;  / 
soon  He  will  arise,  /  and  your  soul  already  bathes 
in  serene  and  trustful  peace.  /  Jesus  your  First-Born 
will  awaken  from  the  dead  /  and  your  countless 
hosts  of  children  which  we  comprise  /  will  rise 
with  Him  for  eternity. 

Our  Father...  Hail  Mary...  Glory  be... 

Have  mercy  on  us,  O  Lord. 

Have  mercy  on  us. 

May  the  souls  of  the  faithful  departed,  through 
the  mercy  of  God,  rest  in  peace. 

A?nen. 
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The 

Monument 
of  the 

Resurrection 
and  the 
Fountain 
of 

Graces 


The  DIVINE  EPIC  of  our  redemption  did  not 
close  in  the  afternoon  of  Good  Friday,  because  soon 
broke  the  dawn  of  Easter  which  was  to  crown  the 
triumph  of  Jesus.  Consequently,  it  was  befitting  that 
the  circuit  of  the  Sorrowful  Way  in  the  mountain¬ 
side  gardens  should  lead  us  to  the  glory  of  the 
Resurrection.  Hence,  at  the  very  summit  of  the 
mountain  a  stately  stairway  gives  access  to  the  es¬ 
planade  of  the  Resurrection  graced  with  a  dramatic 
monument  in  memory  of  the  Arisen  Christ  of 
Easter  morn.  A  towering  statue  of  the  Redeemer  in 
triumph  stands  atop  the  open  tomb,  with  two  angels 
sounding  Jesus ’  victory,  and  their  trumpets  forming 
an  arch  above  the  head  of  Christ. 
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Adjoining  this  terrace  we  find  a  pool  bordered  with 
flower-beds ,  in  which  four  sets  of  fishes  cast  in  bronze 
figure  the  four  cardinal  virtues  of  justice,  prudence, 
fortitude  and  temperance. 

The  gracious  fountain  that  feeds  the  pool  suggests 
a  wealth  of  topics  for  meditation  :  the  water  gushing 
from  the  Lamb’s  side  symbolizes  the  grace  of  God  ; 
it  flows  into  a  basin,  the  Church,  which  distributes 
the  water  through  seven  different  spouts,  the  Seven 
Sacraments.  The  fawns  at  the  bottom  of  the  basin 
respectively  represent  the  virtues  of  faith,  hope  and 
charity.  And  thus  does  all  Christian  life  draiv  benefit 
from  the  Passion  of  Christ  through  the  practice  of 
virtues. 

All  in  all,  these  enchanting  gardens  have  afforded 
us  an  opportunity  to  meditate  at  leisure  the  Agony, 
the  Passion  and  the  Glorification  of  Christ,  in  brief, 
the  benefits  of  His  Redemption. 
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